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THE IRISH TERRIER CLUB OF CHICAGO 
Constitution and By-Laws 

CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE I 
Name and Objects 

SECTION 1. The name of the Club shall be The Irish Terrier Club of Chicago. 

SECTION 2. The objectives of the Club shall be:  

a) to encourage and promote quality in the breeding of purebred Irish 
Terriers and do all in its power to protect and advance the interests of the 
breed through selective breeding, exhibition and education; 

b) to urge members and breeders to accept the standard of the breed as 
adopted by the Irish Terrier Club of America and as approved by the 
American Kennel Club as the only standard of excellence by which Irish 
Terriers shall be judged; 

c) to, as an affiliated regional club of the Irish Terrier Club of America, 
conduct sanctioned and licensed specialty shows and obedience shows 
under the rules of the American Kennel Club; 

d) to encourage sportsmanship and good fellowship at all Club events. 

SECTION 3. The meetings of the Club shall be held permanently in the Chicago area, 
but the business office of the Club shall be located at the address of the Corresponding 
Secretary. 

SECTION 4. The Club shall not be conducted or operated for profit and no part of any 
profits or remainder or residue from dues or donations to the Club shall inure to the 
benefit of any member or individual. 

SECTION 5. The members of the Club shall adopt and may from time to time revise 
such Constitution and By-Laws as may be required to carry out these objectives, as 
provided for in Article VI of the By-Laws. 

BY-LAWS 

ARTICLE I 
Membership 

SECTION 1. Eligibility.  There shall be one type of membership open to all adult 
persons who are in good standing with the American Kennel Club and who subscribe to 
the purpose of this Club.  While membership is to be unrestricted as to residence, the 
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Club’s primary purpose is to be representative of the breeders, exhibitors, and Irish 
Terrier owners in its immediate area. 

SECTION 2. Dues.  Membership dues shall be an amount established by the 
members at any regular or special meeting and shall be payable on or before the 1st 
day of the ensuing fiscal year.  In the month prior to the beginning of each fiscal year, 
the Treasurer shall send to each member a statement of his dues for the ensuing fiscal 
year. 

SECTION 3. Election to Membership.  Each applicant for membership shall apply 
on a form as approved by the Executive Committee and which shall provide that the 
applicant agrees to abide by these constitution and by-laws and the rules of the 
American Kennel Club.  The application shall state the name, address, telephone 
number, and occupation of the applicant and it shall carry the endorsement of one 
member in good standing.  The application must be acted upon at the next regular or 
Executive Committee meeting or within forty (40) days, whichever comes first, after the 
application for membership has been received by the Corresponding Secretary.  A 
written notice of election to or denial of Club membership shall be sent to the applicant.  
Once an applicant has been elected to membership and his dues have been received, 
he has all the rights and privileges of membership, but not before.  The applicant must 
pay the Club membership dues within thirty (30) days of notice of his election to the 
Club.  

SECTION 4. Termination of Membership.  Membership shall be terminated: 

a) by resignation.  Any member in good standing may resign from the Club 
upon written notice to the Corresponding Secretary. 

b) by lapsing.  A membership will be considered lapsed and automatically 
terminated if such member dues are unpaid ninety (90) days after the first 
day of the fiscal year.  In no case may a person be entitled to vote at any 
Club meeting whose dues are unpaid as of the date of that meeting. 

c) by expulsion.  A membership may be terminated by expulsion as provided 
in Article V of these by-laws. 

ARTICLE II 
Meetings, Quorums, and Voting 

SECTION 1. Regular Club Meeting.  The Club shall meet a minimum of once a 
quarter at a designated time and place.  This meeting is to be called the regular 
meeting.  Written notice shall be mailed by the Recording Secretary at least ten (10) 
days prior to the date of the meeting.  The quorum for such meetings shall be three (3) 
officers and four (4) members, exclusive of Executive Committee members, in good 
standing. 

SECTION 2. Special Club Meeting.  Special Club meetings may be called by the 
President, or by a majority vote of the members who are present and voting at any 
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regular or special meeting of the Executive Committee; and shall be called by the 
Corresponding Secretary upon receipt of a petition signed by five members of the Club 
who are in good standing.  Such special meetings shall be held in the Chicago area at 
such place, date, and hour as may be designated by the person or persons authorized 
herein to call such meetings.  Written notice of such a meeting shall be mailed by the 
Recording Secretary at least five (5) days and not more than fifteen (15) days prior to 
date of the meeting, and said notice shall state the purpose of the meeting, and no other 
Club business may be transacted thereat.  The quorum for such meetings shall be 
twenty (20) percent of the members in good standing. 

SECTION 3. Executive Committee Meeting.  Executive Committee meetings may 
be called by the President at any time it is deemed necessary or advisable upon notice 
from the Recording, Secretary to all members of said Committee.  The quorum for such 
meetings shall be four (4) members of that Committee for the transaction of business. 

SECTION 4. Voting.  Each member in good standing whose dues are paid for the 
current year shall be entitled to one vote at any meeting of the Club at which the 
individual is present. 

ARTICLE III 
Officers and Executive Committee 

SECTION 1. Officers.  The officers of the Club, namely:  a President, a Vice 
President, a Corresponding Secretary, a Recording Secretary, and a Treasurer, shall 
serve in their respective capacities both with regard to the Club and its meetings and 
the Executive Committee and its Meetings. 

a) The President shall preside at all meetings of the Club and of the 
Executive Committee.  He shall enforce the provisions of the By-Laws; he 
may appoint special committees to attend matters of business of the Club, 
but acts of such committees shall be subject to review and approval by the 
Executive Committee.  He shall be Chairman ex officio of all committees, 
but shall not serve on any committee other than the Executive Committee 
while President.  Shall he not be able to attend a meeting, he shall contact 
the Vice President and instruct him with regard to any business which 
shall be taken care of at the meeting.  No person may serve more than 
three (3) consecutive years as President. 

b) The Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in his 
absence or inability to act. 

c) The Corresponding Secretary shall have charge of the correspondence of 
the Club; shall keep the Club records; shall receive applications for 
membership; shall send the new member a written notice of his election, a 
copy of the Constitution and By-Laws, and a membership roster; shall 
keep an up-to-date roll of the members of the Club with their addresses 
and telephone numbers; shall send out ballots when necessary, and 
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report on results of same; shall attend each regular or special meeting or 
make arrangements for records to be available for that meeting. 

d) The Recording Secretary shall keep a record of all meetings; shall record 
the minutes of all meetings and deliver them to the Corresponding 
Secretary; shall arrange for a suitable meeting place; shall notify the 
members of regular and special meetings; shall notify the Executive 
Committee members of Executive Committee meetings; shall attend each 
regular or special meeting or make arrangements for records to be 
available and to be kept for that meeting. 

e) The Treasurer shall collect and receive all money due or belonging to the 
Club and shall deposit the same, in the name of the Club; in a bank in 
Illinois designated by the Executive Committee; shall be custodian of Club 
moneys and properties; shall pay all bills same having been approved by 
the Executive Committee; shall render a detailed report of funds expended 
and on-hand at each regular meeting; shall attend each regular meeting or 
make arrangements for his records to be available at that meeting.  The 
books shall at all times be open to the inspection of the Executive 
Committee.  An audit may be requested at any time by the Executive 
Committee. 

SECTION 2. Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee shall consist of the 
President, the Vice President, the Corresponding Secretary, the Recording Secretary, 
the Treasurer, and two (2) members known as the Executive Officers, elected by 
members of the Club.  The Executive Committee shall be the governing body of the 
Club and shall have general oversight of its affairs, officiating for the Club at large, and 
giving decisions upon matters not fully provided for in the Constitution and By-Laws.  
The Executive Committee shall, from time to time, make rules and regulations in 
accordance with powers herein given on matters not herein provided. 

SECTION 3. Vacancies.  Any vacancies occurring on the Executive Committee after 
an election must be filled for the balance of the year by the Executive Committee 
selecting an interim officer. 

ARTICLE IV 
The Club Year, Elections, 
Nominations and Ballots 

SECTION 1. Club Year.  The Club’s fiscal year shall begin on the 1st day of July and 
end on the 30th day of June of the following year. 

SECTION 2. Elections.  The Officers and the two Executive Officers to serve as 
members of the Executive Committee shall be elected by ballot to serve for one year by 
the members of the Club at the annual meeting held with the May meeting each year.  
Duties of the newly elected officers commence the 1st day of July, and all records and 
files. are to be turned over to the new officers no later than the 1st day of July. 
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SECTION 3. Nominating Committee.  In February, the Executive Committee shall 
select a Nominating Committee consisting of three members not more than one of 
whom may be a member of the Executive Committee.  The Executive Committee shall 
name the Chair for the Committee.  The Corresponding Secretary shall immediately 
notify the committee of their selection.  It shall be the Chair’s duty to call a committee 
meeting and present its slate to the Executive Committee no later than the 8th day of 
March.  Written notice of this slate will be sent by the Corresponding Secretary to all 
voting members no later than the 15th day of March.  

SECTION 4. Nominations.  No person may be a candidate in a Club election who 
has not been nominated.  No person may be a candidate for more than one position.  
No person may be nominated unless he has been a member in good standing for one 
year prior to the election and unless he is willing to accept the nomination.  A 
Nominating Committee, as defined above, shall present its slate of officers.  Additional 
nominations signed by any two (2) members in good standing may be sent to the 
Corresponding Secretary to be received no later than one month prior to the annual 
meeting.  Nominations cannot be made in any other manner than as provided above.  If 
no further nominations are received, the Recording Secretary, at the annual meeting, 
shall cast one (1) vote for the slate as presented by the Nominating Committee and that 
slate shall be declared elected.  

SECTION 5. Ballots.  If a balloted election is required, the Corresponding Secretary 
will send to all voting members, at least two (2) weeks prior to the annual meeting, a 
ballot listing the slate of officers along with a separate ballot instruction sheet.  The 
voting member may indicate one vote for each office on the ballot.  Ballots are to be 
returned by mail or in person in a sealed envelope, as per the ballot instruction sheet, to 
the Corresponding Secretary prior to the election.  Ballots are to be opened and 
counted at the Annual Meeting, and shall be considered a proper vote. 

ARTICLE V 
Discipline 

SECTION 1. Expulsion.  A member may be expelled from the Club for: 

a) suspension of the privileges of the American Kennel Club, 

b) the selling or placing of dogs with a dealer or pet shop,  

c) conduct determined to be prejudicial to the best interests of the Irish 
Terrier breed, 

d) conduct detrimental to the welfare of dogs in general, or 

e) conduct detrimental to The Irish Terrier Club of Chicago. 

SECTION 2. American Kennel Club Suspension.  Any member who is suspended 
from the privileges of the American Kennel Club automatically shall be suspended from 
the privileges of this Club for a like period. 
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SECTION 3. Charges.  Charges preferred against members by at least three (3) 
other members shall require the Recording Secretary to notice the calling of a Special 
Meeting of the Club, and the person complained against shall be advised of the charges 
and afforded an opportunity to appear and answer such charges.  If charges shall be 
affirmed by a two-thirds vote of the members present in person at the meeting, the 
offending member may be expelled, suspended, or otherwise disciplined by the 
two-thirds members present.  In such case the actual presence of eight (8) members 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum and proxy voting shall not be permitted upon 
disciplinary matters.   

ARTICLE VI 
Amendments 

SECTION 1. Amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws may be proposed by the 
Executive Committee or by written petition to the Corresponding Secretary signed by 
twenty (20) percent of the membership in good standing.  Amendments proposed by 
such petition shall be promptly considered by the Executive Committee and must be 
submitted to the members with recommendations of the Executive Committee by the 
Corresponding Secretary for a vote within three (3) months of the date when the petition 
was received by the Secretary. 

SECTION 2. The Constitution and By-Laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present and voting at any regular or special meeting called for the 
purpose, provided the proposed amendments have been included in the notice of the 
meeting and mailed to each member at least two (2) weeks prior to the date of the 
meeting. 

ARTICLE VII 
Dissolution 

SECTION 1. Dissolution.  The Club may be dissolved at any time by the written 
consent of not less than two-thirds of the members in good standing.  In the event of the 
dissolution of the Club other than for purposes of reorganization whether voluntary or 
involuntary or by operation of law, none of the property of the Club nor any proceeds 
thereof nor any assets of the Club shall be distributed to any members of the Club but 
after payment of the debts of the Club its property and assets shall be given to a 
charitable organization for the benefit of dogs selected by the Executive Committee. 

ARTICLE VIII 
Order of Business 

SECTION 1. The rules contained in Robert’s Rules of Order (current edition) shall 
govern the meetings of the Club in all cases to which they are applicable and in which 
they are not inconsistent with the rules of order of the Club. 

SECTION 2. At meetings of the Club, the order of business, so far as the character 
and nature of the meeting may permit, shall be as follows: 
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Roll Call  
Reading of Minutes of Last Meeting  
Report of President  
Report of Corresponding Secretary  
Report of Treasurer  
Report of Committees  
Election of Officers (at annual meeting) 
Election of New Members  
Unfinished Business  
New Business  
Adjournment  

SECTION 3. At meetings of the Executive Committee, the order of business, unless 
otherwise directed by a majority vote of those present, shall be as follows: 

Reading of Minutes of Last Meeting  
Report of Corresponding Secretary  
Report of Treasurer  
Report of Committees  
Election of New Members  
Unfinished Business  
New Business  
Adjournment 
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